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Text 1

All-new thermal imaging system NEC G120/100 for Maintenance and Research applications
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The new NEC Thermo GEAR G120/G100 is ideal thermography tool for assessment of electrical and mechanical faults and research work. Its shape is perfect for capturing thermal images from any angle; a super-fine image enabling the detection of abnormalities in a wide range; an optical compatibility with telephoto lenses; support for high-temperature measurement; useful support functions to detect abnormal points without delay; management of a large amount of data and fast-report generation.

Thermal imaging camera G120/G100 employs a gun grip design with a rotating monitor similar to that of a video camera which enables one-hand operation to capture images in a comfortable position from any angle, from right above to right under. The weight of this thermal imaging camera is approximately 800 grams (including the battery pack), which makes it easier to carry around during field inspection. It can also be set up on a tripod which can be required for research work.

Thermal imaging camera NEC G120/G100 come with a variety of standard functions. For instance, the image capture support functions of a 2-megapixel visible camera, simultaneous recording, parallel display and varied synthetic display modes of visible and thermal images; LED light for lighting the dark objects to capture; a laser pointer for pointing at the capture point and various measuring support functions such as a vibration alarm function (the world’s first*), which is useful on sites where the alarm sound cannot be heard because of loud background noise; free standard software that provides a variety of analysis options and report- generating functions. 

Furthermore, the highly functional thermal imaging camera G120 is equipped with plenty of innovative functions, including a panorama thermal image capture function (the world’s first*), which is indispensable to the measurement of a wide range of functions, such as large plant equipment and construction and civil engineering sites, and a direct real-time recording function that enables the direct writing of analyzable fully radiometric video images to the SD memory card.

* The panorama thermal image capture function and the vibration alarm function were the world’s first according to an internal survey as of the end of December 2009 prepared by NEC AVIO Infrared Technologies Co., Ltd.

Parts of Speech

Introduction

“Parts of speech” are the basic types of words that English has. Most grammar books say that there are eight parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions and interjections. We will add one more type: articles.

It is important to be able to recognize and identify the different types of words in English, so that you can understand grammar explanations and use the right word form in the right place. Here is a brief explanation of what the parts of speech are:

	Noun 
	A noun is a naming word. It names a person, place, thing, idea, living creature, quality, or action.
Examples: cowboy, theatre, box, thought, tree, kindness, arrival 

	Verb 
	A verb is a word which describes an action (doing something) or a state (being something).
Examples: walk, talk, think, believe, live, like, want 

	Adjective 
	An adjective is a word that describes a noun. It tells you something about the noun.
Examples: big, yellow, thin, amazing, beautiful, quick, important 

	Adverb 
	An adverb is a word which usually describes a verb. It tells you how something is done. It may also tell you when or where something happened.
Examples: slowly, intelligently, well, yesterday, tomorrow, here, everywhere 

	Pronoun 
	A pronoun is used instead of a noun, to avoid repeating the noun.
Examples: I, you, he, she, it, we, they 

	Conjunction 
	A conjunction joins two words, phrases or sentences together.
Examples: but, so, and, because, or 

	Preposition 
	A preposition usually comes before a noun, pronoun or noun phrase. It joins the noun to some other part of the sentence.
Examples: on, in, by, with, under, through, at 

	Interjection 
	An interjection is an unusual kind of word, because it often stands alone. Interjections are words which express emotion or surprise, and they are usually followed by exclamation marks.
Examples: Ouch!, Hello!, Hurray!, Oh no!, Ha! 

	Article 
	An article is used to introduce a noun.
Examples: the, a, an 


If you are not sure about the basic parts of speech in English, or you would like some more information, try these pages:

· Parts of Speech (includes determiners which includes articles)

· The Eight Parts of Speech (doesn't include articles) 

· The Parts of Speech (doesn't include articles) 

Don't forget to come back here and go on with the exercises!

When you are sure that you understand the lesson, you can continue with the exercises.

Continue with the exercises
Nouns

    

Definition
Nouns are the words that name people, places, and things in a sentence.

Example
	The
	girl
	rides her
	bicycle
	every day.

	 
	Subject
	 
	Object
	 

	 
	Noun
	 
	Noun
	 


Explanation
Nouns --

· are usually people, places, or things. For example, "John buys his fish at the supermarket."

· have singular and plural forms. For example, "John and Ingrid ride bikes to school. Ingrid rides her bike to work as well."

· are the subjects and / or objects of sentences. For example, "Ingrid rides a mountain bike to work."

· are the objects of prepositions. For example, "I ride a mountain bike to work."

· can be used as adjectives. For example, "I ride a mountain bike to work."

· can be place names with one or more than one word. For example, "I live on George Street in Victoria."

Pronouns

    

Definition
Pronouns replace subjects and objects in sentences. A pronoun has the same meaning as the subject or object word it replaces.

Example
	 
	[image: image2.png]



	 
	Harry likes his job. He is a teacher.




Explanation
Pronouns --

· can be subjects or objects.

· If they come before the verb they are subject pronouns.

· If they come after the verb they are object pronouns.

· can show possession.

· have different functions:

· Subject pronouns replace nouns before the verb.

· Object pronouns replace nouns after the verb.

· Possessive pronouns replace object nouns and show possession.

· "There" can be used to replace nouns that name a place. For example: "I live in Victoria. It is a beautiful city. I am very happy there."

Verbs

    

Definition
Verbs tell the action or state of the subject in a sentence.

Example
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	Terence feeds the dog. (action)
Janice is tall. (state)




Explanation
Verbs --

· follow the subject in a simple sentence.

· change form to agree with the subject.

· can be active or stative.

· show past, present, and future tense.

· have many different forms, for example:

· simple

· auxiliary

· gerund

· infinitive

· modal

· participle (present and past) 

Adjectives

    

Definition
An adjective gives more information about a noun.

Example
	Dave has a
	red
	car.

	 
	adjective
	 


Explanation
Adjectives --

· give more information about nouns. 
"He drank a fine, Spanish wine."

· give information about someone's opinion. 
"This is delicious food."

· give information about age. 
"This is an old book."

· give information about colour.
"She is wearing a green coat."

· give information about size and measurement.
"She is wearing a short skirt."

· give information about shape.
"Dave has a round face."

· give information about origin.
"Dena has an Italian boyfriend."

· give information about characteristics.
"He is wearing a soft sweater."

· give information about what something is made of.
"He has a leather jacket."

· give information about purpose.
"He teaches at a driving school."

· do not change form for plural nouns.
"He has two leather jackets."

· go before the nouns they describe.

· follow the verbs "to be," "to feel," "to taste," "to smell," "to look," and "to sound."
"This jacket feels soft."

· can show possession.
"This is my jacket."

· follow the verb "get" to show a change to the situation.
"It is 8:00 at night. It is the end of the day. The sun is gone. It is getting dark."

Adverbs: Part One

    

Definition
Adverbs give more information about verbs.

Example
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	Jill walks slowly.




Explanation
Adverbs --

· describe the action of a verb.

· usually end in "ly."

· have irregular forms.

· usually follow the verb they describe.

Adverbs: Part Two

    

Definition
Adverbs describe how, when, where, and how often an action happens.

Example
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	Gerry often plays badminton at lunch.




Explanation
Adverbs --

· answer the questions: When? How often? How long? and Where?
· can come at the beginning, end, or in the middle of a sentence.

Conjunctions

    

Definition
Conjunctions are words that show the relationship between one idea and another idea. They also connect ideas.

Example
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	I like apples, but I don't like apple juice.




Explanation
Conjunctions --

· join two sentences into one sentence.

· follow specific punctuation rules. For example:

· Use commas when a conjunction joins two simple sentences in a compound sentence, complex sentences, and time clauses.

· Do not use commas when "because" introduces the second part of a complex sentence. For example: "Because I want to be healthy, I eat vegetables."
BUT "I eat vegetables because I want to be healthy."

· have a variety of uses. For example, they can:

· show the time order of information 

· contrast information

· add information

· show cause and effect

· are used in a sentence to link ideas within the sentence.

There are many conjunctions. The chart on the Examples Page shows some of the most common ones.

Determiners: Articles

    

Definition
Determiners are small words that come before nouns. Determiners give information about the noun. Articles - the / a /  an - are one type of determiner.

Example
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	A tree is burning.
The tree in front of the house is burning.




Explanation 

Articles --

· are either indefinite (a / an), definite (the), or zero (nothing).

· come before a noun, and before an adjective + noun (a tree, a tall tree).

· are not used before names of people or places.

Indefinite articles (a / an) --

· are used when the nouns are not specific. For example: "A tree is burning." We do not know which tree because it is general, not specific.

· are used with singular count nouns. For example: "a cat, an apple."

· have two forms: a and an. "A" is used when the first sound of the noun is not a vowel. For example: "a cow, a computer, a book". "An" is used when the first sound of the noun is a vowel (a, e, i, o, u ) sound. For example: "an apple, an orange, an animal". But note that it is "a university" because the first sound is y, even though the first letter is u.

Definite article (the) --

· is used when the nouns are specific. For example: "The tree in front of the house is burning." We know which tree (the tree in front of the house). It is specific.

· is used with singular and plural count nouns. For example: "the cat, the apples".

· is used with non-count nouns. For example: "the money".

Zero article --

· is used when the nouns are not specific. For example: "I like dogs."

· is used with plural count nouns. For example: "Apples taste good."

· is used with non-count nouns. For example: "Money is important."

Determiners: Demonstratives

    

Definition
Determiners are small words that come before nouns and give more information about the noun. Demonstratives show whether nouns are near (this, these) or far (that, those).

Example

	This
	dress
	here is very beautiful.

	demonstrative
	noun
	(The dress is close to the person.) 


	That
	dress
	on the shelf is very beautiful.

	demonstrative
	noun
	(The dress is far from the person.)


Explanation 

Demonstratives --

· help describe nouns.

· come before nouns.

· express whether a noun is near or far.

· have plural and singular forms.

List of Common Prepositions of Place

    

Travel and Movement

	Travel

at
by
from
in
into
off
on
onto
over
out
out of
through
to 
	Arrive

at
in
to 
	Transport

by
on
get + preposition:

· in / into

· on / onto

· off

· out of
	Directions

along
around
at
down
into
on
through
to
toward
up 


Location

	above
across
against
among
at
away 
	before
behind
below
beneath
beside
between 
	beyond
by
from
in
in front of
inside 
	near
next to
off
on
opposite
out 
	outside
over
past
through
under
upon 
	with
within
without 
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Source: 

Basic Writing for ESL Students
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/Sample/Beginner/
Text 2. 

Construction commences on multi-million dollar upgrade to Central West power supply
TransGrid, the NSW transmission network operator, has announced construction is underway on a high voltage switching station in Orange to secure the region’s
electricity supply.

The new switching station is part of a $57 million investment in Orange’s power grid, to ensure a reliable supply for the Central West and Orange City into the future.

“As demand for power increases steadily in the region, this is a timely and essential investment for the future security of the electricity supplies in the Orange, Cabonne and Blayney areas,” said TransGrid’s Manager of Design and Construct Projects, Mr Steve Jones.

The first stage of works at the existing Orange Substation on William Street is nearing completion with two new high capacity transformers now in service. The new switching station is being built nearby on Leeds Parade as part of a larger
redevelopment project for the region’s power supply.

“Once the redevelopment is completed, the new switching station will provide a more reliable and higher capacity bulk supply to Country Energy’s distribution network, making the project vital in securing the region’s power supply,” said Mr Jones.

Peak summer and winter electricity demand in the Orange region is forecast to increase significantly over the next eight years.

The project is a vital part of the Central West’s electricity network, and TransGrid is making important investments over the next four years to increase the reliability of electricity supply to the 40,000 people in the Orange, Cabonne and Blayney local
government areas.

Interested community members who would like to find out more about the project can contact on 1800 222 537, or visit http://www.transgrid.com.au/orangenorth
Subject and Predicate

Sentence Subjects

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that is doing or being something. You can find the subject of a sentence if you can find the verb. Ask the question, "Who or what 'verbs' or 'verbed'?" and the answer to that question is the subject. For instance, in the sentence "The computers in the Learning Center must be replaced," the verb is "must be replaced." What must be replaced? The computers. So the subject is "computers." A simple subject is the subject of a sentence stripped of modifiers. The simple subject of the following sentence is issue:

The really important issue of the conference, stripped of all other considerations, is the morality of the nation.

Sometimes, though, a simple subject can be more than one word, even an entire clause. In the following sentence —

What he had already forgotten about computer repair could fill whole volumes,

—the simple subject is not "computer repair," nor is it "what he had forgotten," nor is it "he." Ask what it is that "could fill whole volumes." Your answer should be that the entire underlined clause is the simple subject.

In English, the subject of a command, order, or suggestion — you, the person being directed — is usually left out of the sentence and is said to be the understood subject:

· [You] Step lively there or I'll leave you behind! 

· Before assembling the swingset, [you] read these instructions carefully. 

For purposes of sentence analysis, the do-er or the initiator of action in a sentence is referred to as the agent of the sentence. In an active sentence, the subject is the agent:

· The Johnsons added a double garage to their house. 

· The jury returned a verdict of manslaughter.

In a passive sentence, the agent is not the subject. In fact, sometimes a passive sentence will not contain an agent.

· The dean's report was reviewed by the faculty senate. 

· Three cities in the country's interior were bombed.

Subject-Verb Inversion

The normal English order of subject-verb-completer is disturbed only occasionally but under several circumstances. Burchfield* lists about ten situations in which the subject will come after the verb. The most important of these are as follows (subjects in blue):

1. In questions (routinely): "Have you eaten breakfast yet?" "Are you ready?" 

2. In expletive constructions: "There were four basic causes of the Civil War." "Here is the book." 

3. In attributing speech (occasionally, but optionally): "'Help me!' cried Farmer Brown." 

4. To give prominence or focus to a particular word or phrase by putting the predicate in the initial position: "Even more important is the chapter dealing with ordnance." 

5. When a sentence begins with an adverb or an adverbial phrase or clause: "Seldom has so much been owed by so many to so few." 

6. In negative constructions: "I don't believe a word she says, nor does my brother. Come to think of it, neither does her father." 

7. After so: "I believe her; so does my brother." 

8. For emphasis and literary effect: "Into the jaws of Death, / Into the mouth of Hell / Rode the six hundred."** 

There are other uses of inversion, but most of those result in a strained or literary effect.

*The New Fowler's Modern English Usage edited by R.W. Burchfield. Clarendon Press: Oxford, England. 1996. Used with the permission of Oxford University Press. Examples our own.

**from Alfred Lord Tennyson's "Charge of the Light Brigade" (1854).

Guide to Grammar and Writing is sponsored by the Capital Community College Foundation http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/subjects.htm

Constructions of the English Predicate

Predicate in English 

Apr 26, 2009 Heather Marie Kosur 
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Verb Predicate Grammar Tree - Heather Marie Kosur
The following article explains the six main constructions of the predicate in English that students must learn. 

All sentences and clauses in English must contain both a subject and a predicate. English predicates can be formed through six constructions of a verb followed by combinations of five other grammatical functions. The five grammatical functions found in predicates are subject complements, direct objects, object complements, indirect objects, and verb phrase complements. The six main constructions of the predicate are:

1. Verb

2. Verb-Subject Complement

3. Verb-Direct Object

4. Verb-Direct Object-Object Complement

5. Verb-Indirect Object-Direct Object

6. Verb-Verb Phrase Complement

Verb Predicates

The first construction of the predicate in English is Verb. The most basic simple sentences in English contain single clauses formed by a grammatical subject and a verb functioning as a predicate. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of only verbs:

· Subject | Verb

· The dog | barked.

· The toddler | threw up.

· The fat lady | has sung.

· You | will have been studying.

Verb-Subject Complement Predicates

The second construction of the predicate in English is Verb-Subject Complement. Subject complements are defined as words, phrases, and clauses that follow a copular verb and refer back to modify the subject. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of verbs and subject complements:

· Subject | Verb | Subject Complement

· Grammar | is | an interesting topic.

· Drinking milk | is | healthy.

· The boy in the photo | became | an actor.

· That child | appears | sleepy.

Verb-Direct Object Predicates

The third construction of the predicate in English is Verb-Direct Object. Direct objects are defined as words, phrases, and clauses that follow a transitive verb and receive the action of the verb. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of verbs and direct objects:

· Subject | Verb | Direct Object

· Squirrels | stole | my decorative corn.

· Rabbits | have destroyed | the garden.

· That woman | kissed | the man in the ugly pants.

· I | looked up | studying graduate-level linguistics.

Verb-Direct Object-Object Complement Predicates

The fourth construction of the predicate in English is Verb-Direct Object-Object Complement. Object complements are defined as words, phrases, and clauses that directly follow and modify the direct object. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of verbs, direct objects, and object complements:

· Subject | Verb | Direct Object | Object Complement

· The farmer | painted | his tractor | red.

· We | elected | our supervisor | team leader.

· I | consider | linguistics | exciting.

· The committee | has declared | the fundraiser | a success.

Verb-Indirect Object-Direct Object Predicates

The fifth construction of the predicate in English is Verb-Indirect Object-Direct Object. Indirect objects are defined as words, phrases, and clauses that follow a ditransitive verb and indicate to or for whom or what the action of the verb is performed. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of verbs, direct objects, and indirect objects:

· Subject | Verb | Indirect Object | Direct Object

· A bird | brought | its baby | some food.

· He | will give | me | a kiss.

· The graduate | has mailed | the university | her application.

· The child | sneaks | the dog | a cookie.

Sentences that contain indirect objects must also contain direct objects.

Read on 

· The Grammatical Indirect Object in English
· English Verbs and Verb Phrases
· The Form-Function Method for Teaching Grammar
Verb-Verb Phrase Complement Predicates

The sixth construction of the predicate in English is Verb-Verb Phrase Complement. Verb phrase complements are defined as words and phrases that complete the meaning of the verb phrase. For example, the following sentences contain predicates constructed of verbs and verb phrase complements:

· Subject | Verb | Verb Phrase Complement

· I | am looking | at the weather forecast.

· The producer | listened | to the demo.

· The puppy | waits | for his owner.

· Parents | fear | for the safety of their children.

Prepositional phrases most frequently perform the function of verb phrase complement.

The six main constructions of the English predicate are Verb, Verb-Subject Complement, Verb-Direct Object, Verb-Direct Object-Object Complement, Verb-Indirect Object-Direct Object, and Verb-Verb Phrase Complement. Both native English-speaking and ESL students must learn and understand the six constructions of the predicate to properly and fully form sentences and clauses in both spoken and written English.

Sources

Hopper, Paul J. A Short Course in Grammar. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1999.

Huddleston, Rodney. Introduction to the Grammar of English. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 1984.

Jacobs, Roderick A. English Syntax: A Grammar for English Language Professionals. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

Copyright Heather Marie Kosur. Contact the author to obtain permission for republication.



Read more at Suite101: Constructions of the English Predicate: What Can the Predicate Look Like in English? http://www.suite101.com/content/constructions-of-the-english-predicate-a112227#ixzz121taSE64
Source:



 http://www.suite101.com/content/constructions-of-the-english-predicate-a112227

Text 3. 

Construction Projects In Dubai: Great Works Done By Great Construction Companies In Dubai

Posted by: David Hanley in: Construction 
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﻿Whenever you pick up the newspaper or surf on internet regarding construction project information in Dubai, there are some new project lunches taking place. Construction work in Dubai is being done everyday with new project launches. Most of the buildings are about 40-storey or 50-storey or more and Dubai already holds the record of having the tallest building in the world. It is the reason that has brought 16% of the cranes in Dubai. A construction company in Dubai really has to provide the supreme quality work in order to survive the toughest competition and there is no doubt about the quality work done by these renowned Dubai construction companies.

Steel formworks are one of the basic elements used in construction projects in Dubai. It is an undeniable fact that a building can not be built without the formworks. Steel formworks are quite reliable for the making of strengthened construction while steel formwork also leaves the finer surface. Any construction company in Dubai does not compromise over the quality of steel formworks. Other than steel formworks, the timber formworks are also used in the construction projects Dubai.

The property experts can see a clearer, better and brighter future of construction companies in Dubai as the number of construction projects are growing day by day. It is also a piece good news for the property investors as there will be many more opportunities for them too.

In the most leading construction companies in Dubai include Arabian Construction Company, Al Naboodah, Kanoor, Nakeel Group, Dutco Group, Dubai Contracting Company (DCC) and Emaar. All of these construction companies have made remarkable construction projects in all over Middle East.

Some of the leading under construction and complete project include Burj Khalifa, Al Burj, The Rotating Tower, The World Islands, The Palm Islands, The Universe Islands, Dubai Towers, Burj al-Arab, The Pentominium, Burj al Alam, DAMAC Heights, East Park 07 Tower, East Park 15 Tower, Hydropolis, and Ski Dubai.

Burj Khalifa is the most talked about and currently the tallest building in the world, developed by Emaar. Al Burj, proposed Nakeel Group, by could be the taller tower than Burj Khalifa, the project was closed due to financial problems.

The Rotating Tower also known as The Dynamic Tower is a proposed project to be built in Dubai. The towers have been designed by David Fisher and the developers are Dynamic Architecture. This is a unique idea in which each floor will rotate resulting in s different shape of the floor every time.

The World Islands, a construction project Dubai by Nakheel Group, is a scattered range of manmade islands which form the world map. The model island has already been built for buyers. Renowned David Beckham, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt, etc. are associated with The World Islands in terms of endorsements, investment or affiliation. The Palm Islands are yet another feather in the cap of Nakheel Group which includes Palm Deira, Palm Jumeirah, and Palm Jebel Ali. The next construction projects Dubai by Nakheel Group will be The universal Islands.

The Hydropolis is a proposed construction project of the world’s first underwater hotel and resort. It is being expected that it will be rated as 10-star hotel which will as lobe the first of its kind.

There is an endless list of complete, under-construction and proposed construction projects in Dubai which indicates the charm of real estate business and construction companies in Dubai.

Types of Sentences

Experienced writers use a variety of sentences to make their writing interesting and lively. Too many simple sentences, for example, will sound choppy and immature while too many long sentences will be difficult to read and hard to understand.  
This page contains definitions of simple, compound, and complex sentences with many simple examples.  The purpose of these examples is to help the ESL/EFL learner to identify sentence basics including identification of sentences in the short quizzes that follow.   After that, it will be possible to analyze more complex sentences varieties.  
SIMPLE SENTENCE
A simple sentence, also called an independent clause, contains a subject and a verb, and it expresses a complete thought. In the following simple sentences, subjects are in yellow, and verbs are in green.   
	
A. Some students like to study in the mornings.
B. Juan and Arturo play football every afternoon.
C. Alicia goes to the library and studies every day.


The three examples above are all simple sentences.  Note that sentence B contains a compound subject, and sentence C contains a compound verb.  Simple sentences, therefore, contain a subject and verb and express a complete thought, but they can also contain a compound subjects or verbs.  
COMPOUND SENTENCE 
A compound sentence contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinator. The coordinators are as follows: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. (Helpful hint: The first letter of each of the coordinators spells FANBOYS.) Except for very short sentences, coordinators are always preceded by a comma. In the following compound sentences, subjects are in yellow, verbs are in green, and the coordinators and the commas that precede them are in red. 
	
A.  I tried to speak Spanish, and my friend tried to speak English.  
B.  Alejandro played football, so Maria went shopping.  
C.  Alejandro played football, for Maria went shopping.


The above three sentences are compound sentences.  Each sentence contains two independent clauses, and they are joined by a coordinator with a comma preceding it.  Note how the conscious use of coordinators can change the relationship between the clauses.  Sentences B and C, for example, are identical except for the coordinators.  In sentence B, which action occurred first?  Obviously, "Alejandro played football" first, and as a consequence, "Maria went shopping.  In sentence C, "Maria went shopping" first.  In sentence C, "Alejandro played football" because, possibly, he didn't have anything else to do, for or because "Maria went shopping."  How can the use of other coordinators change the relationship between the two clauses?  What implications would the use of "yet" or "but" have on the meaning of the sentence? 
COMPLEX SENTENCE 
A complex sentence has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses. A complex sentence always has a subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which. In the following complex sentences, subjects are in yellow, verbs are in green, and the subordinators and their commas (when required) are in red.
	 
A. When he handed in his homework, he forgot to give the teacher the last page.  
B. The teacher returned the homework after she noticed the error. 
C. The students are studying because they have a test tomorrow.
D. After they finished studying, Juan and Maria went to the movies. 
E. Juan and Maria went to the movies after they finished studying.


When a complex sentence begins with a subordinator such as sentences A and D, a comma is required at the end of the dependent clause. When the independent clause begins the sentence with subordinators in the middle as in sentences B, C, and E, no comma is required. If a comma is placed before the subordinators in sentences B, C, and E, it is wrong.
Note that sentences D and E are the same except sentence D begins with the dependent clause which is followed by a comma, and sentence E begins with the independent clause which contains no comma.  The comma after the dependent clause in sentence D is required, and experienced listeners of English will often hear a slight pause there.  In sentence E, however, there will be no pause when the independent clause begins the sentence.  
COMPLEX SENTENCES / ADJECTIVE CLAUSES
Finally, sentences containing adjective clauses (or dependent clauses) are also complex because they contain an independent clause and a dependent clause.  The subjects, verbs, and subordinators are marked the same as in the previous sentences, and in these sentences, the independent clauses are also underlined.  

	 
A. The woman who(m) my mom talked to sells cosmetics.
B. The book that Jonathan read is on the shelf.
C. The house which AbrahAM  Lincoln was born in is still standing.
D. The town where I grew up is in the United States.


Adjective Clauses are studied in this site separately, but for now it is important to know that sentences containing adjective clauses are complex.

CONCLUSION 
Are sure you now know the differences between simple, compound, and complex sentences?  Click QUICK QUIZ to find out.  This quiz is just six sentences.  The key is to look for the subjects and verbs first.
Another quiz, this one about Helen Keller contains ten sentences.

These quiz sentences based on the short story, The Americanization of Shadrach Cohen, by Bruno Lessing.
Quick Quiz:  Shadrach
After each quiz, click GRADE QUIZ to see your score immediately. 
Remember that with the skill to write good simple, compound, and complex sentences, you will have the flexibility to (1) convey your ideas precisely and (2) entertain with sentence variety at the same time!  Good luck with these exercises!
Advanced Composition for Non-Native Speakers of English
http://eslbee.com
http://www.eslbee.com/sentences.htm
Text 4.

Saving Energy in a Big Way through Solar Water Heating

Posted by: Article Manager in: Energy 
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The sun for centuries has been a source of energy as well as an object of worship for the human race. However, in the present times, quite frankly among all other things, it seems sun's use of non-exhaustible energy for solar water heating is making a bigger and a wider impact more than anything else all across the globe.

Solar water heating system makes all the right noises

Going by research and analysis, a standard or conventional water heating system on an average needs about 6400 kilo watts of energy per year to heat water. On the contrary, a solar water heating system uses an amount of energy which would be more than enough to double the fuel efficiency of all cars running on the road. The rationale being any standard water heating system by using eight tonnes of coal produces large amounts of carbon dioxide emissions which are in a way very similar to any modern automobile.

Subsequently, all in all even though the initial costs of installing solar water heating system might be high; it is definitely a viable option for those who are keeping an eye on the future.

A solar water heater also offers the twin benefits of affordability and durability. Affordability means an owner is able to pay for the cost within the initial four to eight years whereas durability means a solar water heating system has a life stretching from fifteen to forty years just like any other conventional water heater.

How to get a solar water heating system installed?

By now you must have got a fair idea of how a solar water heating system is a good economic pay off. Installation along with their management also comes easy and if a person wants he can do it all by himself. Otherwise, the next best option available with him would be to get in touch with any company or professionals specialising in installation of solar water heating systems. Therefore, in the current context, it would be right to say the solar water heating system is also a part of this ongoing revolution.

Grantuk.com is a manufacturer and supplier of new generation efficient heating products like Solar Water Heating systems, Solar panels, Solar PV and Wood Pellet boilers in all over UK.

Skim Reading



Pre Reading

Read the following text and answer these questions:

1: What is this text about?

2. What type of text is this text? 
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You just tried to answer questions about general idea of a text. What you already did is called skimming.

Skimming
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As you know, flexibility is one sign of a power reader. Fluent readers are able to adapt their reading skills to meet the demands of the reading task before them, varying rates of speed and levels of comprehension to suit their purpose for reading. Readers often encounter a great deal of material that they would like to cover either because they are interested in a particular topic or simply because they want to stay current in their field or with local, national, and world events. When good readers want to cover large amounts of material quickly, they skim.
To skim is to pass quickly over material  - as quickly as you can - while getting a general, holistic view of the content. Skimming is not for situations where a high level of comprehension is required, but is very useful when it may be appropriate to accept a level of comprehension somewhat lower than that obtained at average reading speeds. You should aim for the main idea(s), the outline, the major supporting details, and an idea of the organizational pattern. Previously we have discussed using skimming to preview material prior to a more in-depth reading. Unlike preview skimming, overview skimming is the mode to use when you are not planning to eventually read the entire work. Overview skimming will be your only reading of the selection and is most useful for relatively easy to moderately difficult material. Skimming is most useful for obtaining a surface understanding and is not recommended for in-depth understanding or analysis.
Skimming is a reading technique that can help you to:

· read more quickly

· decide if the text is interesting and whether you should read it in more detail

Skimming is a fast reading technique. Use it to obtain the gist of a piece of text (i.e. to quickly identify the main ideas in the text). Skimming is used to quickly identify the main ideas of a text. When you read the newspaper, you're probably not reading it word-by-word, instead you're scanning the text. Skimming is done at a speed three to four times faster than normal reading. People often skim when they have lots of material to read in a limited amount of time. Use skimming when you want to see if an article may be of interest in your research. Source http://www.42explore.com/skim.htm 

A. How is 'skimming' different to 'scanning'? 

The term skimming is often confused with scanning. Remember:
Skimming is used to obtain the gist (the overall sense) of a piece of text.
E.g. Use skimming to get the gist of a page of a textbook to decide whether it is useful and should therefore be read more slowly and in more detail.
Scanning is used to obtain specific information from a piece of text.
E.g. Use scanning to find a particular number in a telephone directory.

Sometimes you can use both reading methods. After you have skimmed a piece of text to decide whether the text is of interest, you may wish to use scanning techniques to locate specific information. 

B. What are the basic differences between skimming and rapid reading?
1. In skimming it is advisable to leave out material. In some cases you may skip whole sentences or parts of paragraphs, sometime half or three-quarters of a paragraph if you feel you've grasped the main idea. In skimming, whole blocks of text containing minor details or less important information may be selectively skipped over.  

2. Skimming also differs from rapid reading in that lowered levels of comprehension are acceptable. Aim for 50% comprehension when skimming - 60% would be a little above average. If you find yourself consistently scoring 70 to 80%, you are not skimming fast enough. 

3. Skimming rates vary from task to task, but as a rule of thumb, try to skim at least twice as fast as your rapid reading rate. 

	FLEXIBILITY FOR POWER READERS

	MODE OF READING
	RATE
	COMPREHENSION

	SLOW:  Study and critical reading - used when material is difficult or when high  comprehension is required.
	200 to 300 wpm
	80 - 90%

	AVERAGE: Pleasure and rapid reading - used for everyday reading of magazines, newspapers, independent reading, and easier texts.
	250 to 500 wpm
	70%

	ACCELERATED: Skimming and scanning - used when the highest rate is desired. Comprehension is intentionally lower.
	800+ wpm
	50 - 60%


C. How do you skim read? 

Don't read the whole text word-for-word. Use as many clues as possible to give you some background information. There might be pictures or images related to the topic, or an eye-catching title. Let your eyes skim over the surface of the text and, whilst thinking about any clues you have found about the subject, look out for key words.

Follow this procedure for efficient skimming:
1. Do a minimal preview of length, title, subtitle, publication information, visual aids, difficulty level. As with any preview, this aids in comprehension and speed. 

2. Read selectively for main ideas. Key parts to focus on are usually a lead, first paragraph (usually the introduction), beginnings of key paragraphs, last paragraph (usually the conclusion). 

3. Time yourself and keep the correct mind-set. 

4. Vary your rate. Read key parts carefully and reread them if necessary; race past or through unimportant material. Use a crutch to vary rate: 

· pacing device to keep your eyes moving quickly through less important material,  

· reading aloud when you encounter material you find difficult to understand,  

· highlighting for information you may want to review or find quickly later. 

5. Move your eyes in a wide spiral pattern. A very wide "S" curve is appropriate for most textbooks. Use the straight down pattern when skimming academic journal articles, magazines, newspapers, or other material formatted in columns. 

6. Use a soft focus. Relax your eye and facial muscles, look slightly above the line of print, and let your eyes float down the page. Try to read lines, not individual letters and words. 

	HOW TO SKIM

	Usually the first paragraph will be read at rapid reading rate (about 300 - 400 wpm) all the way through. The first few paragraphs often contain an introduction or overview of the topic and the author's main idea(s). You should begin to grasp the author's style, mood, tone, and intent as well. 

Sometimes, however, the second paragraph contains the introduction or overview. In the first paragraph the author might just be "warming up" or saying something clever to "hook" the reader and motivate your interest. 

Approximately 87% of textbook authors will explicitly state their main idea in the first sentence of the paragraph (the topic sentence)  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Reading a third or fourth paragraph completely might be unnecessary -- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Read the key sentences and let your eyes jump down through the paragraph --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- pick out major supporting details --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- names --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- dates --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- important words --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
	--- --- --- --- --- --- phrases --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- numbers --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

This tells you nothing --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- Remember, sometimes the main idea is in the middle or at the end of the paragraph.

Some paragraphs merely repeat ideas or give additional examples or illustrations --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Occasionally the main idea can't be found in the opening sentence. Then you must read the whole paragraph. 

When this happens, leave out a lot of the next paragraph --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- to make up time --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Remember to keep up a very fast rate --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 800 to 1,500 wpm --- --- --- --- --- ---  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Don't be afraid to leave out half or more of each paragraph ---- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Don't get interested and start reading everything    
	 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- skimming is work --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---  

Lowered comprehension is expected  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---50%  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- is not too low --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Skimming practice makes it easier --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- and will help you to gain confidence that --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- you are not missing the most important information --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Perhaps you won't get anything at all from a few paragraphs --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- don't worry --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

Skimming has many uses --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- reports --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ------ --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- newspapers --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---  supplementary text --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

The ending paragraphs might be read more fully as often they contain a summary.

Remember that the importance of skimming is to get only the author's main ideas at a very fast speed.


Practice.  Developing skimming ability requires practice. The more you practice, the better. Magazine articles and chapters from supplementary textbooks are a good source of material for additional skimming practice. Set a goal of 800 wpm even if repeated practice on the same article is necessary. Check a page or two of the book or magazine to discover the approximate number of words per page. Determine the number of pages you must cover each minute to achieve 800 wpm.
 

Check Comprehension.  Skim an article and then write a paragraph stating the main ideas plus a few of the details. Reread the article at a rapid reading rate to determine whether or not you correctly identified the main idea and only the most important details.
 

Skim regularly and often.  The more you skim, the more you gain in confidence, and the better your chances of making skimming a permanent reading skill. Use skimming everyday in order to establish the habit; it will prove valuable throughout your life.
 
There are many other strategies that can be used when skimming. Some people read the first and last paragraphs using headings, summarizes and other organizers as they move down the page or screen. You might read the title, subtitles, subheading, and illustrations. Consider reading the first sentence of each paragraph. This technique is useful when you're seeking specific information rather than reading for comprehension. Skimming works well to find dates, names, and places. It might be used to review graphs, tables, and charts.

D. Why skim?
 

Some advantages of skimming:
· Improves other reading rates - Learning to skim rapidly can help you improve your speed for study reading and average reading as well. 

· Keeps you informed - Use skimming to building background knowledge. Skimming will help you keep informed in political affairs or other areas when you don't have the time to read very much. 

· Speeds supplementary assignments - Skim supplementary material and you may be pleased and surprised to find how much information you will comprehend. 

· Increases your sources of reference - Skim to build up your knowledge of reference materials. Skim journals or reports in your major field of study when you don't have the time to read them thoroughly. Knowing the article exists, the author, and perhaps its main idea can be important. Citing the main idea of the article in class or in discussion with your professor will make you seem very well informed. In addition, if you want to use the article later, you will know where to find it when you are ready for more detailed perusal. 

· Brings useful material to your attention - People who have the habit of skimming a large amount of material will invariably come across certain articles or parts of books that are of great importance to them. These important parts can be read more carefully, but if you had never developed the habit of skimming, you might never have become aware of this important information. 

E. When is skimming helpful to students?
 

Use skimming as part of your regular textbook reading and studying.
· Before reading - 
Use skimming to preview - establish context, purpose, and content
Preview Skimming - Use preview skimming in textbook reading - Reading to Comprehend and Learn (PSQ5R) 
 

· During reading - Use skimming to find
· thesis,  

· main idea,  

· major supporting details,  

· organizational pattern,  

· overall style,  

· main characters,  

· plot outline. 

  

· After reading - Use skimming to review - organizing, analyzing, evaluating, and reacting 
Text 5.

Wood Pellet Boilers: A Saving Grace for the Environment We Live and Thrive in

Posted by: Article Manager in: Energy 
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These days a lot of hullabaloo is raised when a multinational organisation is seen grossly violating or flouting the set environmental norms or conventions. All coming out in the open only because of the constant spotlight and scrutiny they are subjected to by the media.

However, this is where the whole perception gets turned around on its head. Instead of just concentrating on these big wigs it would be right to point out as individuals just like them we are also equally at fault. How? It all comes down to the choice of fuels and sources of energy we choose to keep our daily lives going around with.

High on energy and low on pollution energy sources

Standard boilers relying on coal, gas and any form of fossil fuels can lead to high degrees of carbon dioxide emissions. If ignored, these can play havoc with our fragile ecological system and even lead to substantial increase in the global temperatures. Therefore, the best and an alternative option to go for, here would be the use of wood pellet boilers.

Compared to the standard boilers these wood pellet boilers can heat up water as quickly and effectively and better still don't lead to emissions which can be damaging for the environment. What's more they are also very cost-effective and demand a very less amount of maintenance as compared to the standard boilers. Effectively, turning the whole world into something better where we can enjoy each and every moment as it beckons.

The positive aspects don't really stop here for it is also believed setting or cleaning up wood pellet boilers is also not an issue. Since, they really need to be cleaned up only once or twice every two or three months. And once the whole process is completed they are all ready to give you the same or maybe better results as compared to one of those conventional boilers.

Text 6. 

What Is A Scissor Lift

Posted by: Saia Percy in: Construction 
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A scissor lift is equipment used for lifting persons or objects to the required height. This type of lift moves only vertically. It is extensively used in manufacturing and construction industry where it is common for people to work in hard to reach spaces. It is also used for doing maintenance work of high-rise buildings. It reduces the efforts of the workers, as they do not have to carry heavy loads manually. Also, it helps them reach a height that is comfortable for performing their task properly. For example, if a worker has to clean the window panes of a third floor, he can use the scissor lift to reach to that height. In simple words, this equipment increases the efficiency of a worker. These are also used widely by emergency services like fire fighting.

There are different types of scissor lifts. However, all such lifts have more or less similar type of construction. They consist of three main parts – platform, scissor arms, and controls. When the scissor arms stretch, the lift moves in the upward direction and when the scissor arms compress, the lift moves downward. These lifts could be divided in to two types – manually propelled and self propelled. Whereas self-propelled lifts move up and down with the aid of motors, the manually propelled lifts are moved up and down manually.

The scissor lifts can also be categorized into two types depending upon their drive mechanism – hydraulic lifts and pneumatic lifts. In hydraulic lifts, a liquid is used for the upward movement of the lift. When the liquid is released, the scissor arms stretches and the lift moves up. The amount of liquid released depends upon the height to which the lift has to be raised. It is regulated with a valve. In pneumatic lifts, air bags are used to move the scissor arms up and down.

Depending upon the source of power, a scissor lift can be divided in to gas and electric powered lifts. Gas powered lifts are usually used for outdoor applications whereas electric ones are used for indoor applications.

While renting or buying this equipment, one should pay attention to its specification. The two most important things to look for are the height to which the lift can move up and the amount of load it can hold. The maximum height it can reach is around 50 feet and the maximum load it can carry is around 10,000 pounds. Nowadays, lifts with special features are also available. Some of these features are tilt, rotate and horizontal shift. The tilt feature allows the worker to choose the angle of the platform and the rotate feature allows the platform to rotate. Some of them have a platform that can even move horizontally. Some companies manufacture s according to the requirements of their clients. You should choose from either a or standard scissor lift depending upon your requirements.

Scissor lifts are dangerous, if used incorrectly. The user should always follow the safety instructions carefully. Also, one should avoid loading the lift more than its permissible load limit. Overloading can cause accidents and hence, should be avoided. Moreover, you should keep the equipment locked, when not in use, to avoid its unauthorized use.

Pentalift designs, engineers, and manufactures material handling equipment loading dock equipment and scissor lift tables, both custom and standard. Founded in 1983, Pentalift has grown to become North America's leading provider of quality material handling equipment /delivered with a consistently high level of customer service.

Module 4.1 -  Scanning 
Learning Objectives: When you finish Mod 4.1 you should be able to answer the following questions:

What is scanning?
How can I improve my scanning technique?
Why scan?
When and how is scanning useful as a study reading strategy for college students?
 

What is scanning?
 

Scanning is often confused with skimming, but is in fact a distinct reading strategy involving rapid but focused reading of text, in order to locate specific information, e.g. looking for particular details such as dates, names, or certain types of words. It is processing print at a high speed while looking for answers to specific questions. When you scan, you must begin with a specific question which has a specific answer. Scanning for information in this way should be both fast and accurate.
 

Acceptable rates:  1000 wpm or more
 

Acceptable comprehension:  100%
 

Here's an example of scanning for specific information: Try this scanning exercise.
 

Types of materials appropriate for scanning:
· Simple: lists, dictionaries, white pages, tables, signs, classified ads 

· Less simple: yellow pages, reference works, tables of contents, indices (indexes), web pages 

· Complex: continuous prose - documents, articles, books, long descriptions 

Backward scanning is a regressions while reading to check a specific word or one's understanding of a specific word. This happens so quickly that often a reader is unaware of the unconscious action whereas regular scanning is a conscious, focused action.
 

How can I improve my scanning technique?
 

Use scanning to help you find information quickly. Here are some tips to help you improve and maintain your scanning speed without reading the text in any depth. 

Note the arrangement of the information:
· Begin by previewing the material if you don't already have a "map" (a mental outline or visualization) of how it is structured. 

· Use the index/heading/bold type etc. to find the information you require. 

· For scanning more complex material, you'll need a thorough prior knowledge of the material: the organization, the content, stylistic devices, and rules of rhetoric and logic. 

In the case of a telephone directory, for example, you know the white pages are arranged alphabetically according to last names. Using the guide words at the top of the page, you can locate the correct page quickly and being immediately to scan the alphabetical arrangement of names.
Alphabetical arrangements:  resource material such as a dictionary, the index of a book, guides and reference listings
Non-alphabetical arrangements:  
	television listings
	day and time

	historical data and tables
	month and year - chronologically

	sports pages
	by categories: baseball, football, tennis, etc.

	best seller lists
	numerically according to number of copies sold


Prose Material:  articles in newspapers and magazines, sections in encyclopedias or other reference materials
Whatever the source of reference you are using, you can be sure it is arranged in some logical way. In order to save reading time, it is important for you to know the arrangement of the material in the resource you are using. Therefore, to prepare for scanning, you must take a few minutes to discover the organizational pattern. This will give you a general idea of the order of ideas and topics. Once you understand the arrangement of thoughts in the selection, you will be better able to predict where the information you want may be located, and you can quickly and efficiently find what you need.
Keep clue words in mind:
· Know your specific question and understand it. 

· Create a mental image of the fact, word, or phrase for which you are scanning. 

· If the fact, word, or phrase does not appear, be ready to look for synonyms or closely related ideas. 

· Use clues provided by the author. 

· Stay alert and keep that clear idea in your mind (repeating it to yourself if necessary) as you scan quickly through the text to find the necessary information. 

Speed and Accuracy:
· Move your eyes in a scanning pattern and don't stop to read until you find the specific information you are looking for
· Your goal should be 100% accuracy 
· Use hand/finger movement to help you to move swiftly down the page. This will help you to ignore whole blocks of information which are not relevant to your question.
· "Unfocusing your eyes" or using a soft focus may help you to avoid irrelevant material and see the information you want more quickly. Try this interesting slide show to help you get the idea:
 
Optical Illusions and Visual Phenomena 
    
More self-pacing techniques to practice
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Warm-Up Exercise
Hold a book at a comfortable distance from your eyes (generally 18 inches). Move your eyes rapidly in an hourglass pattern from one corner of the page to the next for approximately 10 seconds. Now all six sets of eye muscles should be warmed up and you're ready to begin.
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Scanning patterns: 
The "Z" Sweep
Turn to the first full-text page in any book you are about to read.  Practice scanning all the way down the page, using your index finger as a pacing device and horizontally scanning from the beginning to the ending of each line, moving rapidly to the next line, then the next. (Remember The Zigzag from Activity 3.1?) Don't attempt to read the words! Just move your eyes back and forth as fast as you can. You will only stop to read when you have located the specific information for which you are scanning. 
Now, try the same "Z" sweep technique with a variation. When you are moving your index finger (and, of course, your eyes) in the downward direction (the diagonal slant of the "Z"), take in 2 to 3 lines instead of just 1. You should begin your next left to right sweep 2 or 3 lines down the page. Repeat this hand/eye movement down the page. 
Gradually increase the number of lines encompassed by the diagonal slant. With some material you may be able to scan the whole page with one "Z" pattern.
The "S" Curve
This pacing pattern is similar to the "Z" sweep except you will move you pacing device and eyes in a more open, curved pattern. Instead of sweeping your hand on a diagonal slant between the lines to always start at the left of the line, curve it around under the next line from right to left. Then curve it around the next line from left to right. Alternate directions, left to right, right to left, left to right and so on.
Practice this technique first line by line then increase the curves to take in 2 or 3 lines at a time. In addition, practice cutting 1 to 1.5 inches off  each end of the lines. Gradually modify your hand movement, decreasing the length of the left to right, right to left and increasing the number of lines included in each curve. Remember The Sweep from Activity 3.1? Think of this as an expanded Sweep that moves very rapidly.
Straight Down Sweep
As your "S" curve moves more and more rapidly, it can evolve into the straight down movement we have used before with newspaper and other narrow columns. For purposes of scanning especially this technique may be practiced with wider columns.
Place your whole hand on the printed page about 2 lines down from the top of the print with your fingers spread slightly so that they extend across the entire line of print. Move you hand down the page evenly and smoothly, without stopping under any line. When you go to the next page, you hand again starts about two lines down from the top of the print and then moves straight down the page. Your eyes may either move directly down the center of the page or make 2 stops on each section of print: 1 stop in the center of the left portion and one in the center of the right portion. 
Why scan?
· In simple material: to find particular names, facts, words, numbers, and specific information 

· In less simple material: to find services, data, resources, when exact wording is not available 

· In complex material: to visualize and follow an argument, style, reasons, motifs, patterns, support for inference, evidence of sound logic/ reasoning, evidence of faulty reasoning, propaganda, and/or bias 

· On the web:  Scanning is a method often employed to sift through the plethora of information available on the web. Check out this site that attempts to explain the differences between reading text and reading on the web. Has the author accurately described your website reading techniques?  

  

When and how is scanning useful as a study reading strategy for college students?
 

As a student, you will find scanning to be a valuable skill for locating information in reference materials. 
 

Scanning is also a fast and efficient way to locate or review material in your textbooks. Scanning enables you to locate the section you need quickly so that you may spend your time re-reading the relevant material more carefully.
 

When students face a new text they tend to read word by word. This way of reading affects the general understanding of the passage, and the time taken to finish the reading can be too long for the final results. The students can end up reading every word very well, but in the long run the idea of what they have read is lost. To avoid this loss of time and effort a reader can use scanning to help. This type of scanning consists on running your eyes down the text, searching for important or key words, as well as the most outstanding facts. Scanning can be a preliminary step in reading because with it you can locate new terms, look them up in a dictionary or a glossary and save time when you actually begin to read. This type of scanning should not take more than a couple of minutes. After that you must decide which terms are the most important and which part of the reading deserves more attention. Do not forget that this is only a comprehension technique designed to help you get into the reading, in order to interpret the author's intentions and ideas it is important to read the whole text ,and then your analysis of it must be done with more attention to detail. 

  

Check out Skimming and Scanning Scientific Material. These tips are good for moving quickly and efficiently through any type of textbook - not just science. 

  

Activity 4.1 - Scanning Practice
For this activity you will be using exercises from your DRV textbook for scanning practice. You will find a variety of formats from simple to complex arrangement of information and questions designed to give you practice scanning for specific information. Read the introductory material and complete all 4 exercises on pages 386 - 394 in DRV. You may answer the questions in your book if you don't mind tearing out the pages; otherwise, answer on notebook paper. Leave your responses in your lab folder (clearly labeled as Activity 4.1 - Scanning Practice).
Be sure to follow the guidelines in your book regarding time limits. Maintain a steady, rapid pace; use your hand movements to push yourself (your eyes and your mind) to keep up that pace pausing to read only when you have (or think you have) located the specific material for which you are scanning. Don't relax; feel a sense of urgency as you scan. Work with all the pacing techniques introduced above and choose the one most effective for you. Remember to work to increase your focus, concentration, and attention.
Write a paragraph at the bottom of your exercise answers reflecting on your attempts and success so far with scanning. Which pacing techniques work best for you? How can you use scanning to help you be a more efficient reader?
Return to top of page
Proceed to Module 5
Reading Services Department Home | Palomar College Home 

READ 110 POWER READING ONLINE  
          MODULE 4 .1 -  SCANNING
http://www.palomar.edu/reading/R110Hybrid/Module%204/mod4.1scanning.htm#top
Text 7. 

Solar powered vehicles

Posted by: Parry P in: Energy 
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The term advanced vehicle means to us speedy vehicle which is well equipped with all modern day gadgets and gizmo's, which can give you more speed at less consumption of fuel. Everyone fancies about owning such vehicles but when they turn the ignition of vehicle it sends bad sign to atmosphere. We harm our atmosphere each time by ignition of our vehicle. Scientists have came up with ways to develop vehicles which cause less harm to the atmosphere.

Scientists are toying with the idea of Solar powered vehicles since long time. Solar Powered Cars or Solar Cars are first step towards developing nature friendly vehicles with the help of solar power. Solar Cars also gain energy from Sun. Hundreds of photo voltaic cells are used by these cars to convert sunlight into electricity. Each cell is capable of producing about one-half volt of Electricity.

Electrical systems in Solar Cars are designed so as to allow for variations in sunlight. The motor and battery of car is charged by energy from sun. This charged battery is used when Sun is hidden by a dense cloud. It takes lot of efforts and meticulous plan to design such Solar powered vehicles because if all energy is diverted towards driving then nothing will be kept in reserve and car will come to halt once when it is taken out on cloudy day. Engine of solar car slows down if too much energy is diverted to the battery. So Solar Powered Cars are designed so as to make it more efficient to run at top speeds.

Solar powered vehicles deliver high performance due to their extreme lightness of weight and excellent aerodynamics. But that is also one of the big drawback of these vehicles because any vehicle which is designed to ferry passenger in their routine life is heavier and less aerodynamic in nature so that they can achieve more speeds. So Scientists have thwarted the possibility of designing cars which are purely powered by solar energy.

The average speed achieved by Solar Powered Cars is 37 miles per hour. These Solar Cars are now in stages of experimentation. Students and scientists all over world are competing against each other to built perfect Solar Powered Cars. Testing and experimentation is being conducted on existing models to improve its performance and capability so as to be inducted as part of our routine traveling exercise.

In 2004 worlds fastest solar powered car Nuna 2 was tested in Scandinavia. The speed of Nuna 2 was 105 mph. This vehicle was built only to accommodate a single person. It was powered by solar panels like those on European Space Agency Spacecraft. Nuna 2 is three wheeled car. It has aerodynamic chassis that resembles to an airplane wing. There is no steering wheel to this car only there are two roads to stir the vehicles three wheels. Further in 2007 this Solar Powered Car had advanced version Nuna 4 where it matched the speed of ordinary car.

Difference between Nuna 4 and its previous versions:

    * Solar panels were small. So the Nuna 4 was slower than its predecessor.
    * Drivers can sit upright as in the previous Nuna cars the drivers used to lie down.
    * Steering wheel is an addition to Nuna 4 whereas in its previous versions the cars have to be steered by levers.
    * Driver is protected canopy, roll bars, helmet.

In year 2006 world first solar electric hybrid car was launched which was named as Astrolab. This car used very little energy 16kw engine. This car does not needs to be exposed to Sunlight continuously to get charged up. This hybrid car is exceptional than many of its counterparts because its photo voltaic cells yield 21% of the energy and they are covered by a film composed of nano-prisms, enabling denser concentration of solar energy. It uses no fossil fuels for its working. Astrolab is light and high profiled which offers rays of sun at 3.6 meter squares of todays most sophisticated photo voltaic cells.

The Passive Voice

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Passive and Active Voices

Verbs are also said to be either active (The executive committee approved the new policy) or passive (The new policy was approved by the executive committee) in voice. In the active voice, the subject and verb relationship is straightforward: the subject is a be-er or a do-er and the verb moves the sentence along. In the passive voice, the subject of the sentence is neither a do-er or a be-er, but is acted upon by some other agent or by something unnamed (The new policy was approved). Computerized grammar checkers can pick out a passive voice construction from miles away and ask you to revise it to a more active construction. There is nothing inherently wrong with the passive voice, but if you can say the same thing in the active mode, do so (see exceptions below). Your text will have more pizzazz as a result, since passive verb constructions tend to lie about in their pajamas and avoid actual work. 

We find an overabundance of the passive voice in sentences created by self-protective business interests, magniloquent educators, and bombastic military writers (who must get weary of this accusation), who [image: image73.png]


use the passive voice to avoid responsibility for actions taken. Thus "Cigarette ads were designed to appeal especially to children" places the burden on the ads — as opposed to "We designed the cigarette ads to appeal especially to children," in which "we" accepts responsibility. At a White House press briefing we might hear that "The President was advised that certain members of Congress were being audited" rather than "The Head of the Internal Revenue service advised the President that her agency was auditing certain members of Congress" because the passive construction avoids responsibility for advising and for auditing. One further caution about the passive voice: we should not mix active and passive constructions in the same sentence: "The executive committee approved the new policy, and the calendar for next year's meetings was revised" should be recast as "The executive committee approved the new policy and revised the calendar for next year's meeting."

Take the quiz (below) as an exercise in recognizing and changing passive verbs. 
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The passive voice does exist for a reason, however, and its presence is not always to be despised. The passive is particularly useful (even recommended) in two situations:

· When it is more important to draw our attention to the person or thing acted upon: The unidentified victim was apparently struck during the early morning hours. 

· When the actor in the situation is not important: The aurora borealis can be observed in the early morning hours.

The passive voice is especially helpful (and even regarded as mandatory) in scientific or technical writing or lab reports, where the actor is not really important but the process or principle being described is of ultimate importance. Instead of writing "I poured 20 cc of acid into the beaker," we would write "Twenty cc of acid is/was poured into the beaker." The passive voice is also useful when describing, say, a mechanical process in which the details of process are much more important than anyone's taking responsibility for the action: "The first coat of primer paint is applied immediately after the acid rinse." 

We use the passive voice to good effect in a paragraph in which we wish to shift emphasis from what was the object in a first sentence to what becomes the subject in subsequent sentences. 

The executive committee approved an entirely new policy for dealing with academic suspension and withdrawal. The policy had been written by a subcommittee on student behavior. If students withdraw from course work before suspension can take effect, the policy states, a mark of "IW" . . . .

The paragraph is clearly about this new policy so it is appropriate that policy move from being the object in the first sentence to being the subject of the second sentence. The passive voice allows for this transition.†

Passive Verb Formation

The passive forms of a verb are created by combining a form of the "to be verb" with the past participle of the main verb. Other helping verbs are also sometimes present: "The measure could have been killed in committee." The passive can be used, also, in various tenses. Let's take a look at the passive forms of "design."

	Tense
	Subject
	Auxiliary
	Past 
Participle

	
	
	Singular
	Plural
	

	Present 
	The car/cars 
	is 
	are 
	designed.

	Present perfect
	The car/cars 
	has been 
	have been 
	designed.

	Past 
	The car/cars 
	was 
	were 
	designed.

	Past perfect 
	The car/cars 
	had been 
	had been 
	designed.

	Future 
	The car/cars 
	will be 
	will be 
	designed.

	Future perfect 
	The car/cars 
	will have been 
	will have been 
	designed.

	Present progressive 
	The car/cars 
	is being 
	are being 
	designed.

	Past progressive 
	The car/cars 
	was being 
	were being 
	designed.

	
	
	
	
	


A sentence cast in the passive voice will not always include an agent of the action. For instance if a gorilla crushes a tin can, we could say "The tin can was crushed by the gorilla." But a perfectly good sentence would leave out the gorilla: "The tin can was crushed." Also, when an active sentence with an indirect object is recast in the passive, the indirect object can take on the role of subject in the passive sentence: 

	Active
	Professor Villa gave Jorge an A.

	Passive
	An A was given to Jorge by Professor Villa.

	Passive
	Jorge was given an A.

	
	


Only transitive verbs (those that take objects) can be transformed into passive constructions. Furthermore, active sentences containing certain verbs cannot be transformed into passive structures. To have is the most important of these verbs. We can say "He has a new car," but we cannot say "A new car is had by him." We can say "Josefina lacked finesse," but we cannot say "Finesse was lacked." Here is a brief list of such verbs*:

	resemble 
	look like 
	equal 
	agree with 

	mean 
	contain 
	hold 
	comprise 

	lack 
	suit 
	fit 
	become


Verbals in Passive Structures

Verbals or verb forms can also take on features of the passive voice. An infinitive phrase in the passive voice, for instance, can perform various functions within a sentence (just like the active forms of the infinitive). 

· Subject: To be elected by my peers is a great honor. 

· Object: That child really likes to be read to by her mother. 

· Modifier: Grasso was the first woman to be elected governor in her own right.

The same is true of passive gerunds. 

· Subject: Being elected by my peers was a great thrill. 

· Object: I really don't like being lectured to by my boss. 

· Object of preposition: I am so tired of being lectured to by my boss.

With passive participles, part of the passive construction is often omitted, the result being a simple modifying participial phrase.

· [Having been] designed for off-road performance, the Pathseeker does not always behave well on paved highways.

Source: http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/passive.htm
The Guide to Grammar and Writing
Exercise: 
Change the following sentences to the active voice. 

1. A Republican will be elected as mayor by the public next year.
2. A batch of cookies was made by my son this morning. 
3. The subway fare will be raised to $1.50 next week by the city. 
4. The play has been called witty and warm by well-known and knowledgeable critics.
5. The pumpkin was tossed off the bridge by that group of trick-or-treaters. 
6. My book was dropped off at the library. 
7. An example of a passive sentence was demanded by the professor. 
8. The guitar was played by the musician.


This handout is based on the following texts:
Harper, Vincent F. Essentials of English. 4th ed. Barron's, USA. 1990. 
Kolln, Martha.Understanding English Grammer.2nd ed. MacMillan Publishing Company, New York. 1986.

For further reference, see the following books: 
Beason, Larry and Mark Lester. A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage. 2nd ed.  Boston: Bedford. 2000.
Holschuh, Louis W. The Functions of English Grammar. New York: St. Martin's. 1991.

Source: http://www.lavc.cc.ca.us/WCweb/activepassive.html
All of the above texts are available in The Writing Center. 
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Text 8. 

The cost efficiency of wind energy

Posted by: Bhawesh Sachar in: Energy 
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Although wind energy is not yet being utilized to its full potential, the growth of this industry has led to a marked decrease in energy generation costs over the last couple of decades. While its cost effectiveness is increasing with maturity, it is still important to note that there has already been a substantial eighty to ninety percent reduction in the cost of installed wind power over the last twenty years. Innovation and growth in wind energy generation over the years will ensure continuity in the trend of falling costs. Even though it is still not considered a mainstream source of power, there has been an approximate increase in wind power capacity of more than 30% per capita, in the last five years in the United States alone. It is also important to note that by the end of 2008, the United States overtook Germany as the country with the most wind power capacity installed globally. Moreover, wind power was second only to natural gas in terms of new power capacity, amounting to about 42% of the total new power capacity added in the US in 2008. Nations around the world are now striving to develop and understand the full potential of wind energy, both economically and environmentally. The development of wind energy is not only proving to be a financially viable option, but also one that can be highly beneficial in windy areas as well as to self-reliant small scale farmers, ranch owners and the like. A growth in this industry will also help generate more employment opportunities.

A number of factors need to be taken into consideration, in order to understand what affects, contributes to, or detracts from the cost effectiveness of wind farming.

Financing and Ownership: One of the most important factors in determining the cost efficiency of wind power generation is finance. Since most wind farming projects tend to be owned by individual energy suppliers, financing could run higher than mainstream power sources. This is because utilities and investor owned set-ups obtain provisions for lower cost financing and interest rates. Therefore, when projects are utility owned they tend to be cheaper. Also, since wind energy generation is still not considered part of the norm by many, these stakeholders are not offered as many financial benefits by lenders, unless utility owned. To provide an idea of cost, a wind farm currently costs anywhere from 1.8 to 2.3 million dollars per installed megawatt (MW). While these costs are still higher than constructing a coal or natural gas fired generation facility, there are numerous incentives and long term benefits as explained further below.

Inflation: Wind power is one of the few energy sources that does not depend on oil or fuel for production. Therefore, the ups and downs that affect fuel prices do not affect this industry. Once the plant is built, and the costs are known and fixed, fuel prices that rise due to inflation do not affect the cost of energy. This makes wind power almost immune to inflation. Additionally, due to the huge savings from the non-dependence on fuel, the amount of capital employed and expenditures on new technology get adjusted over time.

The speed of wind at a given location: The speed of wind varies at different geographical locations. The energy harnessed at any given wind power site is dependent on the cube of the wind’s speed; so when there is an increase in speed, there is an exponential increase in energy generation. Therefore, a wind turbine faced with a faster wind velocity would be more productive with the same infrastructure costs, making the operation considerably more cost effective.

Turbine design: The height of the turbine tower as well as the span of its rotor blades affect the output generated. The taller the tower and wider the area covered by the blades, the higher the productivity. Keeping these factors in mind, developments in blade design, electronic systems as well as other components have helped reduce costs. Also the bigger, newer turbines found today generate a lot more electricity as compared to older models, and at a reduced cost.

The scale of the project: Large scale wind farms are now being offered many incentives (such as grants, subsidies, loan guarantees etc.), which help lower energy costs. Also, transactions and management costs can be covered by the sheer number of kilowatts of power produced per hour as compared to those in a smaller wind farm project. Large scale wind farming puts this sector in the same competitive sphere as other power generation industries.

Policies: Various policies including tax and environmental policies have varied impacts on wind power generation. These policies do affect market access, transmission, incentives and the basic economics of wind farming. Since, it is not possible to give an accurate number of an hourly delivery of electricity due to wind variability; providers are sometimes penalized, irrespective of whether they actually affect the utilities costs of obtaining power. Also they are often faced with the lack of proper standardization or varied demands from utilities. However, a rebuilding of the electricity markets and extended power purchase agreements will continue to contribute to improving the cost efficiencies of wind power projects. The federal tax code also has provisions for a production tax credit for wind power. However, these policies and credit provisions need to be consistent and long-term to have any real positive impact on this industry.

Environmental benefits: Wind power compared to other conventional sources of power is extremely environmentally friendly. It does not depend on fossil fuels nor does it produce any harmful by-products. The economic and environmental costs incurred during the initial set-up period is somewhat nullified over a few months of operation. While producing the same amount of energy in a given period, fuel emits copious amounts of pollutants into the air creating a very dangerous carbon footprint. In turn, wind farming does not adversely affect the quality of life of people or wildlife, thanks to the lack of harmful wastes. Also, as mentioned earlier, since it does not depend on fuel or lack thereof, it will be a lot more cost friendly in the long run both ecologically and financially.

Wind Integration: In order for wind energy to become a major player in energy supply, there needs to be an efficient integration of wind power into the main power grid. Due to the variability of the wind, a small amount of additional energy needs to be generated and fed into the grid. These costs are generally low and can be curtailed with proper planning, interconnection and forecasting. Also, customers may enjoy a lower cost of energy, because there is no consumption of fossil fuels. Efficient market operations and transmission systems will help strengthen this industry and its affordability.

Vert Investment Group ("Vert") is a leading renewable energy investment advisory firm focused on small to medium-sized utility-scale wind energy projects in strong power markets. Vert utilizes its proven methodology, the Staged Progression Model, to guide development projects to construction ready and identify investment opportunities that generate out-sized returns.

Summarizing, Paraphrasing, and Quoting
You can borrow from the works of other writers as you research. Good writers use three strategies—summarizing, paraphrasing and quoting—to blend source materials in with their own, while making sure their own voice is heard.
	Quotations are the exact words of an author, copied directly from the source word for word. Quotations must be cited! 
Use quotations when:
· You want to add the power of an author’s words to support your argument
· You want to disagree with an author’s argument
· You want to highlight particularly eloquent or powerful phrases or passages
· You are comparing and contrasting specific points of view
· You want to note the important research that precedes your own

	Paraphrasing means rephrasing the words of an author, putting his/her thoughts in your own words. A paraphrase can be viewed as a “translation” of the original source. When you paraphrase, you rework the source’s ideas, words, phrases, and sentence structures with your own. Paraphrased text is often, but not always, slightly shorter than the original work. Like quotations, paraphrased material must be followed with in-text documentation and cited the on the Works-Cited page. 
Paraphrase when:
· You plan to use information on your note cards and wish to avoid plagiarizing 
· You want to avoid overusing quotations
· You want to use your own voice to present information

	Summarizing involves putting the main idea(s) or one or several writers into your own words, including only the main point(s). Once again, it is necessary to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. Summarized ideas are not necessarily presented in the same order as in the original source. Summaries are significantly shorter than the original and take a broad overview of the source material.
Summarize when: 
· You want to establish background or offer an overview of a topic
· You want to describe common knowledge (from several sources) about a topic
· You want to determine the main ideas of a single source


Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 
Online Lessons and Activities http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html 

How to Summarize 

  
1. Read the article.
2. Re-read the article. Underline important ideas. Circle key terms. Find the main point of the article. Divide the article into sections or stages of thought, and label each section or stage of thought in the margins. Note the main idea of each paragraph if the article is short.
3. Write brief summaries of each stage of thought or if appropriate each paragraph. Use a separate piece of paper for this step. This should be a 
brief outline of the article. 
4. Write the main point of the article. Use your own words. This should be a sentence that expresses the central idea of the article as you have determined it the from steps above. 
5. Write your rough draft of the summary. Combine the information from the first four steps into paragraphs.  
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	NOTE: Include all the important ideas. 
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Use the author's key words.
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Follow the original organization where possible.
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Include any important data.
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Include any important conclusions. 




6. Edit your version. Be concise. Eliminate needless words and repetitions.
(Avoid using "the author says...," "the author argues...," etc.)
  

7. Compare your version to the original.  
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	Do not use quotations, but if you use them be sure to quote
correctly.  Indicate quotations with quotation marks. Cite each
quotation correctly (give the page number).
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	Do not plagiarize. Cite any paraphrases by citing the page number 
the information appears on. Avoid paraphrasing whenever possible. 
Use your own words to state the ideas presented in the article.
(Adapted from Writing Across the Curriculum 4th edition, L. Behrens and L. Rosen, eds., 1991, Harper/Collins, pp. 6-7.)


In the summary, you should include only the information your readers need.
1. State the main point first.
2. Use a lower level of technicality than the authors of the original article use. Do not write a summary your readers cannot understand.
3. Make the summary clear and understandable to someone who has not read the original article. Your summary should stand on its own.
4. Write a summary rather than a table of contents.
Wrong: This article covers point X. Then the article covers point Y.
Right: Glacial advances have been rapid as shown by x, y, and z.
(see sample) 

5. Add no new data and none of your own ideas.
6. Use a simple organization:  
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	main point
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	main results: give the main results See sample
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	conclusions/recommendations
 


7. Unless the examples in the article are essential, do not include the examples in your summary. If you include them, remember to explain them. 

Here is an easy way to begin a summary: In "[name of article]" [author] states . . . . [State the main point of the article first.] For example: In "Computer Chess"* Hans Berliner states that the CYBER 170 series computer can perform well in a chess tournament.
Cite the source with correct bibliographic form.
*Berliner, H.J. (1981). Computer Chess. Nature, 274(567), 745-748.
[ author. article title. journal title. vol(number)/month: pages. ] 
So when you write a summary:
1. State the main point first. 
2. Emphasize the main stages of though. 
3. State the article’s conclusion. 
4. Summarize rather than give a table of contents. 

Example:
Wrong: 
This article covers the topic of measuring the extent of global deforestation. The article discusses reasons for concern, the technique, the results, and the project’s current goal.
Right:
According to the author of “Seeing the Forest,” the extent of global deforestation was difficult to measure until satellite remote sensing techniques were applied. Measuring the extent of global deforestation is important because of concerns about global warming and species extinctions. The technique compares old infrared LANDSAT images with new images. The authors conclude the method is accurate and cost effective.
  

5. Keep summary short: 3 to 7 sentences.
Advanced Technical Writing


http://www.class.uidaho.edu/adv_tech_wrt/resources/general/how_to_summarize.htm
Text 9.

Alternative energy development

Posted by: Parry P in: Energy 
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Japan is a densely populated country, and that makes the Japanese market more difficult compared with other markets. If we utilize the possibilities of near-shore installations or even offshore installations in the future, that will give us the possibility of continued use of wind energy. If we go offshore, it's more expensive because the construction of foundations is expensive. But often the wind is stronger offshore, and that can offset the higher costs. We're getting more and more competitive with our equipment. The price—if you measure it per kilowatt-hour produced—is going lower, due to the fact that turbines are getting more efficient. So we're creating increased interest in wind energy. If you compare it to other renewable energy sources, wind is by far the most competitive today. If we're able to utilize sites close to the sea or at sea with good wind machines, then the price per kilowatt-hour is competitive against other sources of energy, go the words of Svend Sigaard, who happens to be president and CEO of the world's largest wind turbine maker, Vestas wind systems out of Denmark. Vestas is heavily involved in investments of capital into helping Japan expand its wind turbine power generating capacity. It is seeking to get offshore installations put into place in a nation that it says is ready for the fruits of investment into alternative energy research and development.

The Japanese know that they cannot become subservient to the energy supply dictates of foreign nations—World War II taught them that, as the US decimated their oil supply lines and crippled their military machine. They need to produce energy of their own, and they being an isolated island nation with few natural resources that are conducive to energy production as it is defined now are very open to foreign investment and foreign development as well as the prospect of technological innovation that can make them independent. Allowing corporations such as Vestas to get the nation running on more wind-produced energy is a step in the right direction for the Japanese people.

The production of energy through what is known as microhydoelectric power plants has also been catching on in Japan. Japan has a myriad rivers and mountain streams, and these are ideally suited places for the putting up of microhydroelectric power plants, which are defined by the New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization as power plants run by water which have a maximum output of 100 kilowatts or less. By comparison, “minihydroelectric” power plants can put out up to 1000 kilowatts of electrical energy.

In Japan, the small-scaled mini- and micro-hydroelectric power plants have been regarded for a considerable time as being suitable for creating electricity in mountainous regions, but they have through refinement come to be regarded as excellent for Japanese cities as well. Kawasaki City Waterworks, Japan Natural Energy Company, and Tokyo Electric Power Company have all been involved in the development of small-scale hydroelectric power plants within Japanese cities.

	Paraphrasing
	

	HOME
	KSU   -  English 1102/43 & 49   -   Mr. Hagin   -   Revised: 20 January 2005
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	 § DEFINITION

	A paraphrase is a restatement of an author’s original ideas into your own words.   

It is essentially a translation of the author’s published ideas into the reader’s interpretation of them.   
 


  
When paraphrasing, your task is to translate someone else’s words into your own for the sake of summarizing, simplifying, or condensing it.  This is an essential skill to writing effective research papers.  When incorporating research into your essays, you often need to summarize or state it in a more casual form to shorten and simplify it. 
  
  

	 EXAMPLE

	  
The original sentence:   

 “Until recently, criminologists could not afford to analyze DNA evidence for all homicide cases.”   
  

An effective paraphrase of this sentence:   

 “Crime labs now can use DNA for all murder cases.”   
    

NOTE: This paraphrase utilizes synonyms to replace key words.  Some are very close (DNA vs. DNA evidence and homicide vs. murder), while others take more liberties (criminologists vs. crime labs and could not vs. now can).  The essential meaning has been retained, however, despite these significant changes.  Avoid choosing synonyms that evoke different meanings or different degrees of meaning (such as woman vs. girl or good vs. great).   
 


  

The Importance of Proper Paraphrasing 

Paraphrasing is fundamental to studying, note taking, and essay writing.  The hardest task in paraphrasing is striking the balance between changing enough of the author’s wording into your own without losing the accuracy of the content or the author’s intentions and tone. 
  

	 HOW TO DO THIS

	  
Another method to keep track of quotes and paraphrases is to highlight the author’s text with a highlighting marker; then, from these highlights, take notes only on what you highlighted.  This way, when you begin to compose your essay, you can work off your paraphrased notes knowing that they notes are already in your original words.  When you need an exact quote to add to your essay, you have the original article already highlighted.  I have used this method for many years with great success.   
 


  

Specify Between Paraphrased and Verbatim Information 

You must be very careful when paraphrasing news articles for use in a research paper.  When taking notes, you should clearly indicate which words and phrases belong to the author and which are paraphrased.  An excellent way to keep track of this is to place quotation marks around quoted phrases.  Most of your notes should be rewritten into your own wording (paraphrase) anyway, so you won’t have to place too many quotes.  Only select quotes if the author’s wording cannot be modified adequately. 
  

	 CAUTION

	  
Any time you incorporate a paraphrase of someone’s work into your own essay, you must give credit to your source.  Failure to do so could result in plagiarism.  Strive to change at least three aspects of every original sentence.   
  

Refer to sections 11.c and 11.d in your New Century Handbook (234-242).    
 


  

Four Paraphrasing Techniques 

Replace a Phrase with a Word (or a Word with a Phrase) 

When summarizing lengthy or complex quotes or passages, you can shorten the number of words you use in your paraphrase by condensing phrases into words. 
  

	 EXAMPLE

	  
The original sentence:   

 “Until recently, criminologists could not afford to analyze DNA evidence for all homicide cases.”   
    

NOTE: If you can choose to begin your paraphrase with the word “criminologist,” then naturally shorten the phrase “until recently” by using it as a simple adverb (such as “recently” or “now”), eliminating the need for the extra words in the paraphrase.   
 


  

Start the Sentence Differently 

Sometimes, many of the sentences that you summarize from abstracts end up being written in the same sentence construction.  Therefore, you may need to rearrange a few  phrases or clauses to enhance your variety and readability. 
  

	 EXAMPLE

	  
Instead of beginning your paraphrase with the adverb phrase “Until recently,” begin with the simple subject (“criminologists” or “crime labs”).   
    

Refer to chapter 24 in your New Century Handbook  for a refresher on the parts of speech (pages 565-585).   
 


  

Replace a Word with a Synonym 

Many words, especially nouns, verbs and adjectives, have counterparts that are interchangeable with the author’s original words. 
  

	 CAUTION

	  
Not all synonyms suggest the exact same meanings, so be sure to double-check your changes with a dictionary when using a thesaurus.  Also, don’t simply substitute one word for another for the sake of doing so.   
 


  

	 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

	  
Do not replace an original word from the essay with a weaker word in the précis.  You are not trying to “dumb down” the essay, but you are attempting to clarify its basic, fundamental message. You are not trying to “dumb down” the essay, but you are attempting to clarify its basic, fundamental message.   
 


  

	 EXAMPLES

	  
Replacing the author’s original word “criminologists” with the word “cops” may change the intended meaning of the idea, since “cop” implies different connotations, images, and stereotypes than does “criminologists.”  Perhaps “crime lab” would work well.   

Likewise, strong synonyms exist for other words in that original sentence: “homicide” can become “murder” and “DNA evidence” can be shortened to “DNA.”   

I don’t think that “use” is the most effective replacement word for my sample paraphrase, but I felt that the verb “analyze” needed to be changed, since it dominates the author’s language in the original sentence.  Words like “scrutinize” and “interpret” would have been better choices in many circumstances, but, since criminologists are really “using” the new DNA scanning technology to place subjects at the scene of a crime, maybe this simple word works well enough.   

Remember, you are not trying to change an author’s original wording into baby talk, but you don’t want to puff it up artificially with bigger words either.   
    

NOTE: Specific nouns that are essential to the meaning of a sentence must remain intact (such as the U.S. Civil War, or President Harry S. Truman).   
 


  

Change Passive into Active Voice/Negative Slant to Positive 

Replace any linking verbs with action verbs.  This will increase your options and improve the clarity of your summary. 
  

	 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

	  
This original sentence contains a weak verb (“could not afford”), so replacing it with a more active one will improve the clarity of the paraphrase.  Notice further that changing the verb from a negative one (“could not afford”) to a positive one (“can use”) also enhances its mood without compromising that author’s tone (serious, academic, formal, etc.).  Beware of corrupting the author’s intended message with sloppy diction choices.   
 


  

Paraphrasing Example 

The following 8-line poem by Robert Frost should serve as a good example for paraphrasing.  His poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” is a metaphorical statement on how the beauty of Spring cannot last forever (and, ultimately, that the beauty of anything cannot last forever).  Please read the poem, then scan the paraphrase and read the analysis that follows. 
  

	 EXAMPLE POEM

	  
“Nothing Gold Can Stay,” by Robert Frost   

Nature’s first green is gold,  
Her hardest hue to hold.  
Her early leaf’s a flower;  
But only so an hour.  
Then leaf subsides to leaf.  
So Eden sank to grief,  
So dawn goes down to day.  
Nothing gold can stay.    
 


  
  

	Analysis  

(1)   Nature’s first green is gold,  
(2)   Her hardest hue to hold.  
(3)   Her early leaf’s a flower;  
(4)   But only so an hour.  
(5)   Then leaf subsides to leaf.  
(6)   So Eden sank to grief,  
(7)   So dawn goes down to day.  
(8)   Nothing gold can stay. 


  

A paraphrase of Frost’s poem, line by line: 

(1) The first growths in Spring are more golden in color than green, (2) but this golden shade doesn’t last very long.  (3) The first sprouts on the branches are actually flower blossoms, (4) but they remain only for a very short time.  (5) Soon, the buds and blossoms give way to green leaves.  (6) The beauty of Eden (the Sumerian place of “delight”) eventually fades away, (7) and the golden rays of dawn are replaced by harsher tones of daylight (reality?).  (8) Nothing in Nature, even things that are most beautiful, lasts forever. 
  

	 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

	  
Notice that a paraphrase can be (and should be, in this case) longer than the original, especially when you are paraphrasing highly edited or highly crafted language.  Paraphrases will nearly always be longer when interpreting poems, proverbs, legal documents, translated language, or other symbolic writing.  Well-written essays usually can convey the same information by using fewer words than do first drafts.  However, this economy of language is highly interpretive and suggestive, meaning that you often need to clarify its message by using more words in your paraphrase.   
 


  
  
 http://ksuweb.kennesaw.edu/~shagin/abstract--paraphrasing.html
Additional Texts

What is a Renewable Energy Credit?

Posted by: Bhawesh Sachar in: Energy 
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Renewable energy credits (RECs), also known as credits, green certificates, green tags, or tradable renewable certificates are tradable certificates of proof that one MWh of electricity has been generated by a renewable-fueled source.

Customers can buy green certificates whether or not they have access to green power through local utility entities or a competitive electricity marketer; without having to switch electricity suppliers, thereby making REC buying and selling independent of geography.

Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)/ Renewable Electricity Standard (RES)

Renewable Energy Credits are central to the RPS (also known as RES). The RPS requires all electricity generators (or electricity retailers, depending on policy design) to demonstrate, through ownership of credits, that they have supported an amount of renewable energy generation equivalent to some percentage of their total annual MWh sales. For example, if the RPS is set at 10%, and a generator sells 100,000 MWhs in a given year, the generator would need to possess 10,000 credits at the end of that year. Renewable Energy Credits are a tradable commodity and the pricing of RECs primarily vary by supply/ demand within a state/ region and how the RECs are packaged for sale.

The Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) is a flexible, market-driven policy that can ensure that the public benefits from wind, solar, biomass, and geothermal energy. It also ensures that renewable energy generation continues to be recognized and utilized as electricity markets become more competitive. The policy states that a minimum amount of renewable energy is included in the portfolio of electricity resources serving a state or country, and -- by increasing the required amount over time -- the RPS can put the electricity industry on a path toward increasing sustainability. Because it is a market standard, the RPS relies almost entirely on the private wholesale and retail electricity markets for its implementation. Private market implementation will result in competition, efficiency, and innovation that will deliver renewable energy at the lowest possible cost. The RES provides a predictable, competitive market, within which renewable generators compete with each other to lower prices (as more renewable energy is generated within a state/region, this also generates more RECs, ultimately driving the cost of the RECs in that state/region to be lowered as the supply increases). Mandatory RPS policies currently exist in 29 U.S. states and the District of Columbia.

As renewable energy generators automatically earn credits (RECs), they actually earn extra income from the sale of the credits. These credits then have to be purchased by electricity generators or retailers to compensate for the electricity that is generated from non-renewable sources (i.e. mostly fossil fuels). Therefore, a mandatory RPS directly benefits the growth of the wind power industry and also provides extra income for wind farms as the RPS requirements are increased over time. As not only existing states continue these requirements, but as states that have yet to adopt a mandatory RPS develop such guidelines, the wind industry hopes to continue to see considerable growth.

Vert Investment Group ("Vert") is a leading renewable energy investment advisory firm focused on small to medium-sized utility-scale generation projects in strong power markets. Vert utilizes its proven methodology, the Staged Progression Model, to guide development projects to construction ready and identify investment opportunities that generate out-sized returns.

5 main advantages of managed VoIP services

Posted by: James Allen in: VoIP 
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In organizations of all sizes, a substantial amount of money has been spent on telecommunication charges. Hence most of them are turning to VoIP business phone service so as to save some bucks. The primary benefit of VoIP office phone service is potential savings in toll charges. However the business firm can save even more if they have selected a hosted VoIP office service.

It has been seen that hosted VoIP PBX has become the advance solution for telephonic services offering an assortment of advantages for your business office. So what exactly are hosted PBX systems? Basically PBX stands for private branch exchange and it is the digital version of a multi line telephone system for routing calls to multiple extensions. This can be a piece of equipment physically installed and maintained on site or through internet on a hosted PBX phone system.﻿

Apart from being a very economical telecommunication system, there is yet another important advantage of hosted phone system. All the stylish communication functions can be utilized at a very lower price and there is no need to buy and install any premise based hardware too. This is because all required PBX devices and software are been managed at the sites of the service providers. The PBX phone services are provided through a hosted server using high speed internet or dedicated telephone connections at an affordable monthly rent.

There are certain advantages in using the managed VoIP like the service provider takes care of the PBX functions, routing calls for the organization via internet. This in turn offers some other advantages too.

Upfront costs would be less: There would be significant decrease in the upfront costs as there is no physical PBX to install and maintain on-site. Thus there would be less investment in cost, infrastructure and labor.

High degree of flexibility: With a managed VoIP, new extensions can be added and obsolete ones deducted just by sending requests through internet. There is no need to alter equipment on-site physically.

Easy maintenance: In all telecommunication system, certain amount of routine and remedial maintenance is required. A hosted VoIP office service would make sure that the issues related to the system are addressed by trained specialists. Moreover the maintenance cost would not fall on the in-house IT department of the organization.

High level of scalability: Usually the systems and equipments are designed with a certain range of user numbers in mind. But there should not be any concern even if the organization grows in number as the hosted PBX system would seamlessly accommodate the new level of usage. But an in-house PBX would eventually require replacement with a larger system.

Automatic upgrades: The managed VoIP services are rapidly changing. If it is in-house equipment, there would be disruption during any upgrades and a series of upgrades would cost the firm some considerable amount. With hosted PBX, there would be no disruptions and the organization would benefit continually from the best a vendor has to offer.

Internet Fax Service Helps Small Business

Posted by: amandalesure056 in: Communication 
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Gone are the days when that old fax machine dominated the faxing work.  Nowadays, online faxes, also known as web, virtual, and email faxes are a rage. As the name suggests, an online fax is sent using the internet. It has become very popular. Especially, small- and medium-sized organizations are fast reaping its benefits. Basically, this technology is all about using an e-mail system to send and receive faxes. But it is not just a simple exchange of documents by e-mail.

Online Fax Service - Much More Than Plain Mail
Online fax is well-developed. First, you need to sign up for an online fax service provider, who will give you a personal toll free or local fax number and an interface to view and send faxes. This interface is basically in the form of a website. This service provider acts as an agent and handles all the fax work. Faxes are usually received as e-mail attachments, using PDF and TIFF formats. This system of email to fax can prove a competitive tool for businesses. An internet fax service deploys dedicated phone lines connected to fax servers located at their sites. As soon as a fax is received, it is converted into a file of a suitable format. This file is sent to the customer. Along with it, these service providers have many other mechanisms, such as routing fax e-mails to unlimited number of e-mail addresses and the like.

There are various benefits of using online fax, some of which are as follows:

1.Seamless Faxing: With this service, faxes can be sent and received anywhere anytime.  There is no dependence on fax machine. 
 
2.Cost Savings: This is especially useful for small and medium enterprises. They need to save on costs, and it becomes really vital for them. Fax lines involve costs. Also, paper and ink used for faxing are costly. This type of fax is paperless. No extra expenditure is required.

3.Eco-Friendly: Since online fax is paperless, it is highly eco-friendly as well.

4.Scalable: For businesses that are small and are in the developing phase, web fax is actually a necessity. Costs are saved on extra lines and round-the-clock internet fax service is very helpful for new businesses in the developing stage.

5.Less Space: For small enterprises, rent is always a big expenditure. This concept saves space, thus saving rent.

Go For Web Fax - Get On Top
Some service providers offer good service. You can even maintain a fax archive. This makes email fax not only cheaper, but also reliable. The charges for internet fax are not much. A small monthly fee can let you save much more by cost cutting. If faxing requirements are less, then a very minimal amount is charged. These charges are generally inclusive of the interface also. Spending a little on a monthly basis can take your business to new heights. You will be able to achieve better results. Other domains, such as customer care, lead time, and the like, can be done with speed. A reduced lead time can create new business opportunities for an enterprise. Small enterprises can benefit a lot from this virtual fax service. After all, a penny earned is a penny saved.

An online fax and email fax is very helpful especially for small businesses. These are not only easy but quick too. It saves paper as well.﻿

Reasons To Select Web Conferencing Services

Posted by: Hope Dever in: Video Conferencing 
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The post recession era has made business owners work towards enhancing their productivity, and web conferencing services have been very helpful in ensuring this. Production increases in a collaborative environment and with web conferencing tool you can achieve the requisites of a business. These modern tech tools are designed to provide you the necessary provisions for expanding your venture. 

Here are a few reasons that will justify the above mentioned point. Web conferencing service today is a well known term among both small and big business houses since the benefits are many and varied. Have a look at some of the most crucial benefits you can enjoy with web conferencing tool. 

Meeting & Discussions: The very obvious benefit of web conferencing is to hold discussion and meeting with people sitting in different places across the world. Since web conference is done through Internet thus you can connect to people through web sitting at any part of the world. If you have clients worldwide, can you guess the cost of traveling to individual clients every month? Web conference tool has made it easier and you can now conduct meetings with multiple users with the click of a button. Now, this not only reduces your travel costs but also helps in reducing the wastage of time. 

Varied Tool: The web conference tool has varied features such as web video conferencing, file transfer facility, desktop and whiteboard sharing. A Web Conferencing Company today offers its users several other facilities teamed with web conference facility. You can now watch the participants in the meeting, share files with them and even share your desktop with the people present in the meeting. Thus, while you organize a meeting you can even display an online presentation through the web video conference tool. This increases the effectiveness of the meeting. 

Global Conferencing: Web conferencing services offer you global conference facility and you can reach out to clients, partners or other n remote locations of the world. Just in case if you have an office somewhere in the country which is far off from where you are stationed, you can hold web conference and converse with your employees there regularly to ensure they are pleased with their work environment. You can even take interviews and even offers trainings. For instance, if you want to train your employees you can do it through web video conference services. Fix up a standard time for all and instruct the trainer to conduct the training session through web video conferencing tool. 

Thus, web conference services are effective, user friendly and curbs your expenses to a huge extent. Proper communication is a must to ensure the survival of your business today. Besides, you can get a strategic advantage over your competitors through effective communication and enhanced business deals. Again with proper communication you can build you up a company that has enhanced services, strong credibility, and good will among employees as well as clients. Thus, web conference tool is a versatile device to assure that your business expands with time.﻿

How to ensure you get the website design you are looking for

Posted by: Jeremy Horwitz in: Web Design 
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If you are planning on having a website designed for your business you may be worried that you will be unable to get the kind of website that you want. There are so many different style and content options that you can include that getting the features you want may seem like it is something that will be hard to do. However, if you are able to figure out a few basic criteria before you meet with your web design company you will have a better chance of getting the website you want as quickly and affordably as possible.

What do you need your website to do?
The first thing to think about is what you need your website to do. It may seem like that answer is a very simple one: you want to be able to get in touch with clients over a wider area than might be possible with other advertising methods. But there is often more to it than that. 
Do you want to make sure that you can place your inventory online so that customers can purchase items electronically? The website that you will use to do that will be very different than one that is designed to showcase a portfolio. A website that allows people to purchase electronically will often need items such as a content management system and an online shopping cart that will let you conduct business electronically. 

What do you want your Website to look like?
This may seem like something to leave up to the designers but this is also something that you can get involved in very easily. If you have very concrete ideas, bring them to the table when talking to your web design and development team. If you have seen sites that you like a lot, it can help to have screen shots or links available. Be able to explain why you like them. That way you will be able to start your meetings off on the right foot and it can speed up the design process significantly.

Remember to keep in mind what type of industry you work in. Some traditional industries may want to think about having a more traditional website design whereas a more creative industry can feel free to bend the rules a little. Showing that your company is cutting edge through the use of web design can send a strong message to potential customers and can help you attract potential customers.

﻿If you are able to give a web design company the most information possible about what you are looking for from your website you will often save design time and money and get the website you have always wanted for your business.

The basic step of SEO

Posted by: davidcooper602 in: SEO 
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In today’s world Internet has become the part and parcel of life. It is being used to carry out various activities like social media communication, email communication, searching particular information, handling the on-line business processes or on-line marketing. As the usage of internet has increased companies have realized its vast potential to attract the customers. They have understood the need to optimize their websites to top the search engine list. This is due to the fact that most of the customers in general look out for companies only on the first and the second page of the search engine. So if you are not in the top charts of the search engine than you are loosing your valuable customers.

As a result of this search engine optimization has become a great necessity for the companies. But when you see the SEO process followed by various SEO experts it is found that most of them spend maximum time in optimizing for Google. They do not feel the importance of other search engines. There is nothing wrong in it, but today the usage of other search engines is also growing in comparison to Google. Search Engines like Yahoo and Bing are slowly covering the market, though their share is quite limited. But when a person is thinking to cover the entire market then why not to add a little effort in optimizing on Yahoo and Bing also. It does not take any extra effort just a pinch of strategic planning likewise and you might be attracting more valuable customers from yahoo or Bing instead of Google at the years end.

Taking this into consideration we can achieve great result. We should not forget that in business every customer is important. The source from which he has come is not important. So if even 8 – 10% of the people are using Yahoo, Bing or other search engines why to loose them. It is understood that optimization of so many search engines is not possible as all of them might have different criteria's and algorithmic processes but at least we can consider few like Yahoo and Bing which are popular these days. At the end whether it is a small scale business or a multinational the customers are important to buy their product. SEO is greatly serving this purpose but adding a small effort may also sometime result in great sparkles rightly benefiting the cause.

Promoting Your Blog

Posted by: madness222 in: Blogging 
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The blog is perhaps one of the most popular means of promoting something in the net today. With just a few interesting articles, you will definitely get some readers. However, in order for your blog to be successful, it itself must be promoted.

After all, even with with great content, your blog will not be able to do its purpose if no one bothers to read it, or worse, no one actually knows that it even exists. However, promoting your blog is likely going to be as hard as promoting the actual products that your blog is supposed to talk about. But, with a few simple tips, you can actually make your blog one of the most popular in your subject matter.

So where do you start in promoting your blog? Well, your first step begins by advertising your blog. Advertising can be as simple as telling a few people about your blog and letting it spread through word of mouth. Or you can actually mount a large campaign to let people know more about it.

Take note that the way you will be choosing will depend on many factors. For instance, if your subject area is relatively large, then you can easily go by with a simple advertising strategy. On the other hand, if you are working on a niche topic, then you need to go out with a large ad campaign in order to reach your specific customers.

Another important aspect of promoting your blog is to get you, the author, known. This way, people are more likely to read your blog if they are already familiar with you. In order to make your presence known, interacting with other bloggers, as will as your target audience.

Here. commenting on others' blogs will be a good way to establish yourself. However, you must not simply go on posting comments on any blogs that you see. Instead, choose ones that are close to your own in order to focus on your targeted audience. Also be aware of your comments, as they will be useful in letting your audience know that you are an expert on the subject matter.

Being a guest writer on others' blogs will also be a good way to establish your reputation. Here, you will be able to convince the audience of your expertise. However, not all blogs will be willing to guest you unless you can prove that you are really an expert on the subject, so be sure to have your credentials ready.

Aside from all that promotions, you also need to provide your audience ways to get to your blog. Thus, you should invest heavily on link building. One thing that you should remember though, when link building, is to post your links only on relevant places. This way, you will be able to target the exact audience you are going for.

Want to have the best search engine optimization services for your site? WickedInnovations offer you a wide variety of tools that will help in getting your site on top of the rankings. So if you are looking for SEO services, just visit us at http://www.wickedinnovations.com.

Advantages of web conferencing

Posted by: Hope Dever in: Video Conferencing 
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﻿With a web conference tool you can organize a business meeting with your partners residing in different places. However, you might feel it is somewhat easy today to talk to people through web voice conferencing services, with a computer (web enabled) and web cam. So, why use web conferencing service at a price. Web video conferencing services comes into effect when you are using the service to organize a large seminar or meeting with people sitting at multiple places and are huge in number. Business has gone global today and merchants are embracing high tech tools to communicate and work renouncing the traditional means of communication. So, to ensure that you select the best web-based voice conferencing tool look for the specific features you need. 

So, what are the possible advantages to enjoy by availing a web video conferencing service? Here are some examples. 

No Expensive Equipments Required: As you avail the web video conference tool, you are spared of the expense of purchasing pricey equipments. Spending merely on a few tools will give you clear audible sound and lucid desktop images of the many members of the conference. You will experience difficulties in conducting a seminar in case the sound and the image quality is terrible. With web conferencing you can now enjoy flawless sound delivery and picture in real time and conduct any business meeting successfully without spending a huge sum on expensive equipments. 

View Images: In desktop web video conferencing you can have a look at the images of people participating in the conference sitting at any part of the globe. Thus, you can watch the facial expressions and reaction of people sitting at the conference. 

Trainings: Apart from meetings and seminars, you can even conduct training sessions. Thus with the desktop conference you can train novices in your company about the several technical aspects. Or else sitting at a distant office, you can use the tool to train your employees working in other offices on any new trade rules. Novices in the company entering into their first are often unaware of the practices in the corporate world. This tool is probable the best way to train them even when you are sitting at a remote office. 

Features Of video conferencing services: There are additional features related to web video conferencing today. These include event conference call, web presentation, file sharing with the help of excel, word or power point documents, direct phone call, event conference call and webinar. 

The above mentioned advantages are some of the most common merits related to web video conference. If you wish to enjoy the service, make sure you select a web conferencing company that offers features suitable for your business need. 

The service will allow you to get the most out of your conferencing reducing your expenditure. There are a few customized features you will enjoy with a web conference tool package. However, this generally depends on the web conferencing company. The features include event management, conference calling, multiple host control and other features. So, if you wish avail such profits make sure you select the best conferencing tool.

﻿The web video conferencing tool offers a lot of advantages. Apart from some lucrative web video conference tool features, there are several other benefits. To avail this selects a suitable web conferencing company.

Network Support And IT Support

Posted by: jim damon in: Networks 
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Though planning is the key function in any organisation, but the factors which govern the success of your plan in any situation always depends on how ready are you for the worst. By planning for the worst case scenario always keep in mind from where you are going to get your business back on track if the worst happens.

In this world where information holds the key to your business and most importantly the retrieval of data at the minimum possible time is the important point where you can have a competitive advantage or even the point of your business survival.

With the increased risk of losing your premises and ultimately your IT systems through flood, fire, natural disasters or criminal activity can you afford not to take precautions?

Lost production, lost revenue and lost customers are all potential consequences of a poorly implemented and poorly maintained disaster recovery solution. As an IT manager it is your duty to ensure that you have a business continuity plan in place should a disaster strike. With our experience and expertise we can assist to create a business continuity plan to meet your budget and your required system recovery time objective.

The reason why companies get disaster recovery services is to ensure the continuity of their business operations even in the midst of a major disaster. You never know what the future has in store for you. The first thing to keep in mind is that whenever the disaster occurs, the person who is responsible to solve the problem should be capable enough to ensure sustainable operations along with following up with the people who are most critical to get the business operations back to normal again and this also includes recovering the data at the earliest possible time. Basically for every business or organizations, business continuity plan becomes a requirement. So enough plans are required for every organization to avoid facing any loss. The best thing is to plan some control measures that will help to reduce computer security warnings.

For any disaster recovery plan to be successful, the following points should be honestly answered and carefully analysed. Make sure you have carried out a thorough risk assessment of your computer systems and your network support. Determine the protection costs of your entire IT system or the part which is most critical to your business. This cost is worth considering and paying as your whole business can be saved if the costs associated with the risks are honestly calculated. The next point is the creation of your disaster recovery plan which should give a clear outline and direction in thw worst happenings.

Final step includes the selection of right technology and right company who has the highest level of expertise and knowledge to get back your business operations to normal as quickly and as efficiently as possible in case the disaster strikes your business.

Experienced Computer Support companies can offer affordable disaster recovery solutions, network support for organisations that will allow your business to recover from a disaster with the minimum amount of time, disruption and cost.

Organisations are understandably taking the necessary steps to ensure that their systems and their businesses can continue running effectively in the event of unforeseeable downtime by using appropriate Computer Support from the companies which plan, prepare and implement high availability IT support London Solutions.

Though planning is the key function in any organisation, but the factors which govern the success of your plan in any situation always depends on how ready are you for the worst. By planning for the worst case scenario always keep in mind from where you are going to get your business back on track if the worst happens.

In this world where information holds the key to your business and most importantly the retrieval of data at the minimum possible time is the important point where you can have a competitive advantage or even the point of your business survival.With the increased risk of losing your premises and ultimately your IT systems through flood, fire, natural disasters or criminal activity can you afford not to take precautions?

Lost production, lost revenue and lost customers are all potential consequences of a poorly implemented and poorly maintained disaster recovery solution. As an IT manager it is your duty to ensure that you have a business continuity plan in place should a disaster strike. With our experience and expertise we can assist to create a business continuity plan to meet your budget and your required system recovery time objective.


The reason why companies get disaster recovery services is to ensure the continuity of their business operations even in the midst of a major disaster. You never know what the future has in store for you. The first thing to keep in mind is that whenever the disaster occurs, the person who is responsible to solve the problem should be capable enough to ensure sustainable operations along with following up with the people who are most critical to get the business operations back to normal again and this also includes recovering the data at the earliest possible time. Basically for every business or organizations, business continuity plan becomes a requirement. So enough plans are required for every organization to avoid facing any loss. The best thing is to plan some control measures that will help to reduce computer security warnings.

For any disaster recovery plan to be successful, the following points should be honestly answered and carefully analysed. Make sure you have carried out a thorough risk assessment of your computer systems and your network support. Determine the protection costs of your entire IT system or the part which is most critical to your business. This cost is worth considering and paying as your whole business can be saved if the costs associated with the risks are honestly calculated. The next point is the creation of your disaster recovery plan which should give a clear outline and direction in thw worst happenings.

Final step includes the selection of right technology and right company who has the highest level of expertise and knowledge to get back your business operations to normal as quickly and as efficiently as possible in case the disaster strikes your business.

Experienced Computer Support companies can offer affordable disaster recovery solutions, network support for organisations that will allow your business to recover from a disaster with the minimum amount of time, disruption and cost.

Organisations are understandably taking the necessary steps to ensure that their systems and their businesses can continue running effectively in the event of unforeseeable downtime by using appropriate Computer Support from the companies which plan, prepare and implement high availability IT support London Solutions.

